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still
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PINOT NOIR
Pinot Noir 
Spielmann
Weingut Georg Fromm

Views of Graubünden 
Rhine Valley. 

677 m / 1,869 m

12.3 km

3h 20mSheet 238T

DifficultMay to October or November, 
Älplibahn open dates

Weingut Fromm, 
Malans

Älplibahn railway
station in Malans

Switzerland’s “most vertical meters without a stop”
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Description of the Route

287286

Take the Älplibahn from its base station; the “train” is actually a small 
double cable car for only eight persons so be sure to reserve ahead. It 
covers the most vertical meters without a stop in Switzerland. It was origi-
nally a 3.5 km military transport system built in 1941. Its website notes: “In 
1938 a road was built from the Austrian side up to the border; the Swiss 
border guards had to carry ammunition and food in an arduous ascent 
from Jenins to the mountain front.” Money was quickly found to build, and 
forest specialists with experience working with ropes were relieved of other 
military duties to construct it. It has been renovated several times, with 
help from the Swiss Army. Today it is funded and run by volunteers. 

The lower station is at 605 m a.s.l. in the Buochwald and the top station, 
where there is a restaurant, at 1,802 m a.s.l. The trail begins at the top 
and follows the standard easiest route, (marked red and white) to climb 
Mount Vilan, 2,375 m a.s.l. Allow at least two hours for the 3.5 km climb 
and another 1.5 hours to return the same way to the Älplibahn. Several 
popular high mountain routes start here. Expect to see serious hikers. 

The descent to Malans: there is more than one option, but this trail 
takes the shortest route, which roughly follows the cable car. From the 
Älplibahn top station, follow signs for Malans. The hike stays close to 
the overhead railway as far as Älpliwald; head downhill through the 
Heuberg section, along the trail. The hike here is a mix of woodland 
and open stretches. (Where the trail splits at 1,245 m a.s.l., an alterna-
tive right-hand trail leads down to the Wynegg Castle ruins, which are 
just before a small river crossing, the Üll.) Continue along the trail, 
crossing one small river and ignoring three lesser trails, to reach the 
Älplibahn base station. The last 100 m of climb-down are through the 
top end of the village. Turn left onto Gassa just below the station, then 
immediately left onto Degenstrasse, follow it to the end and turn right 
onto Hintergasse. The winery is on the right after a few metres.

Return
The winery is a five-minute walk to the bus stop that is just below the 
town square with good connections to the train station in Landquart.

Notes
A good hike plus climb for those who want more than a pleasant stroll 
through the vineyards, although it can easily be combined with the 
Malans-Jenins loop to provide both. There is also a downhill hiking 
route from the top station to Jenins.

For mixed age groups, these two hikes can be a good solution: every-
one takes the cable car up and those who don’t want the alpine hike 
down can return via cable car and then do the gentler Malans-Jenins 
hike while the more sports-minded in the group climb Mount Vilan, 
then march down the mountainside. It’s wise to make reservations for 
the cable car in mid-summer, Tel. 081 322 4764.

Weingut Georg Fromm
Georg Fromm was already a successful wine producer in Switzerland, 
running the family business, when he went to New Zealand to try his 
luck in Marlborough. He remained there for several years, continuing to 
oversee the Swiss family winery while becoming known as one of New 
Zealand’s top producers of Pinot Noir. He returned to Malans with his 
New World wines experience and developed the Swiss business, which 
is now widely considered one of the country’s best wineries, particu-
larly for Pinot Noir (six of their eight reds are Pinots). They also run a 
guesthouse and his son Marco has joined him.

Pinot Noir Spielmann: A perfect example of the kind of 
big, elegant Pinot Noirs that make this region famous.

ADDRESS
Weingut Fromm
Oberdorfgasse 11
7208 Malans
Tel: 081 322 5351
malanser@weingut-fromm.ch
weingut-fromm.ch

Winery fees
No

Where else to find this cellar’s wines nearby
Sternen Malans, the new village center wine-tasting café and shop, 
opened in 2022. 
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medium-dry 
sparkling

light, 
fine bubbles
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BLANC

Le Petit  
Mousseux
Weinbau Ottiger

Glassworks museum, Hergiswil. 
Rigi, Brunnistock and Pilatus peaks. 
Horw protected ancient reeds lakefront 
area. 110 m / 96 m

2h 45m 
(varies depending on 
train connections)

9 km walking distance

Sheet 235T

EasyYear-round 
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Glassworks to ancient reeds

KASTANIENBAUM

435

440

445

450

455

0 2 4 6 8 10

HORW

KASTANIENBAUM

HERGISWIL

STANSSTAD


